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Zones Cities

Tsukuba
Tokyo
Takayama
Toyama
Hagi

Yakushima

- Okinawa
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The characteristic lay-out of dispersed settlements was formed due
to the irrigation network for modern development of paddy field.
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A group of trees on site, covering all sides of the house,

except the southeast for sun-lighting, has been protecting
the farmhouse from seasonal harsh winds in winter. © Kazuo IWAMURA
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This linear village was developed along the both mdes of a strait highway,
while being protected from local winds by the linear woods laid
on outer sides of the village. © Kazuo IWAMURA
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Such farmhouse protected by the wood behind has been beloved
by people through the ages, and is still actively lived today.
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thatched roof. (in the case of - ﬂ..\,, -y
Shirakawa-go in Gifu prefec- — -t -,* W
7 ” ture) gﬁﬁfﬁon of ﬂ-natch*di!‘
The “Kaya” straws used to
make the traditional steep R i
thatched roofs can also be People "
dried out around the house,
and used to make snow _“.;f..f,.“*, .;'I',;‘;:,;I‘j_m;;ﬁ::}
. . MILET %2 100~200A
shelters and insulation mats |[EEE NI (Tt ik
against cold winter. fort lnvowing upABLR00, o7 vert 400
people from nearby. villages forming
The used thatch can be caNed ur. The Vgvd oy M
. ched in almost one day,
then ploughed into the 1
J ol I .8
farming field as fertilizer or HENAIP BUELTHRLED. (¥
. After re-thatching _3"‘ EESARRICLT
laid on the ground as mulch - 8. mLEy,

Thatch is kept in the attic
space, used as snow
guards, or stored in dried
bundles called “thatch
nyu.”
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to prevent weed growing,
eventually returning to the
earth.

Such ecological culture is

MicEED
supported by the communal it
collaborations.
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Shirakawa-go blanketed in deep snow
during winter
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Attaching the snow guards
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Snow guards are attached to the walls of the house
before the first snow starts to fall. In when the

snow has all meited away, these thatch are dried
out in the attic space. Thcywﬂlwmmbolmdbu‘-
thatch the roof, i | ol )
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In a popular house along a canal, there still remain former
unique scenes of living with water just as they used to be.
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So-called “hatoba " is an interior place where water is guided
from the outside canal and used for cooking, etc.
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